BRETHREN EVANGELIBT. 


the awful aggregation of misery and ruin, 
of bitterness and woe, of injustice and op- 
pression which ctamored at her elernal 
gates to be avenged upon the civil and ec- 
clesiastical monstrosities which sat in the 
high places of the earlli. 

Then the Lord awoke his ser/ant, 
Christophcr Columbus, and put his spirit 
upon hirn, and gave hi ui no respitc of 
quietness or rest un Li I he had drawn asíde 
the curtain of the seas and revealed to the 
enslaved nations this larger Canaan of the 
western hemisphere, this land of fertile 
valleys and flowing rivers ; of abundance 
of bread and fruitful vines, which He had 
held in reserve to be the refuse of His 
afïlicted ones ; the home of fr^edom ; the 
atronghold of liberty, where the loftiest 
aspirations and the noblest destiny of tl•le 
race should be realized, where liope would 
be revived in the humau breast, where 
civitization would rekindle her glorious 
fires, and progress drive her unhindered 
car from discovery to discovery, from 
triumph to triumph, as the marching ages 
unfold all the sublime possibilities laidup 
in God's great thought for man. 

Brothers, it is one of the cherished 
doctrines of the Order that the Jiible is 
the true, the only foundation of civil au d 
religious liberty, not a Bible of httman in- 
vention, but the líible which God gave 
the world. How true is this" in tbelighl 
of history. Men and women left the 
homes of their ancestors, the land of their 
nativity and the graves of their loved 


among the rnightiest though among the 
youngest nations of the carlh. 

Let us lay well to heart the lesson that 
all this progress and growth.all thisgreat- 
ness of past achíevements and present 
magnificence, has íts foundation in the 
kind of characler which springs from the 
reverent reading uf ^he Bible. What a 
pítiful spectacle it is to behold men who 
dwell secure and prosperous beneath the 
protecting aegies of this llook reviling its 
teachings wilh blatant and blasphemous 
tongue. In all honesty they otight to take 
up their abode with naked savages where 
there is no Bible, and from that no Bible 
standpoiut spout their ven om against the 
splendid civilization which owes its ori- 
gin and existence to the Bible. Let us 
hope that as guests of Hible hospitatily, 
in this beautiful house of enlightenment 
and culiure which the líible has built, 
they ruay yet learn what is due from the 
coimnonest consideratíons of deceney, 
and the most universal sentiments of grati- 
tude. Let us hope that tlie general provi- 
dence of light which happily surrounds 
triem may eventually penetrate the pro- 
found depths of their un fort una te ígno- 
rance ; or if the case be worse, that the 
unusual and phenoininal hardiness of 
their hearts may someiime yield to the 
loving kindness of the Lord. Brothers, 
let us nut be among those who sialk into 
this treasurc house of priceless jenis, this 
piciure gallery of glorilïcd art, this palace 
of celestial beauty, lli is gardeo of fadele s 


ones, left all around which clnsters the ! l,ovvers > onl y tu "** wliat - *» *» evil 

initid, may furnish a therne for carping 
crilicism. Wilh eyes blind to all its 


priceless heritage of loving recullection, 
the tenderest sentiments of mekiug afíec- 
tion, aid journeyed into the lonety and 
perpetu d exile of what was the- ,i hotind- 
,less wihierness beyond a wdl uigh bouml- 
less sea, in order that the. raigh.t, unfor- 
bidden tnd unmolestcd, rvad that Bible 
as God i:\tcncled that ii iiouk! be rcad, 
The most powcrful and populous States 
along the Atlantic coast were thus íuuiid- 
ed, because these Bible reading men and 
women wí re the kind of people who foutul 
States and empires. They eaine, thest 
pioneers of liberty, reveiently bearing the 
Holy Book before theni. l'rom these sa- 
cred pagès they caught the inspiration 
and imbibed the heroism which made new 
nations to aríse in the wilderness ; built 
innumerable temples for God's free wor- 
ship ; founded and eudowcd great institu- 
tions of learuing ; established what the 
world had never yet seen, free s^chools for 
the children of rtefl and poor ; built hos- 
pitals and asyhims fur the uuforttmate ; 
laid broad and deep the foundations of 
this great Republic ; successfully defend- 
ed it against all its foes ; tintil to-day, as 
the result oí all these labors we stand 


beauty and heart insensible to all joys, 
heaven ilself, to such.a man, would be tin- 
welcoinc and intolerable. 

It is because we know as all the world 
knçnvs that li i (de men, snch men as the 
Bible makes and as iiolhmg beside the 
Bible ever made, creat ed this nation, and 
built here the glorious shrine of human 
liberty ; it is because we know as the 
world know» that this vast and marvelous 
national growih and national grealness, 
this wide empire whose íiag sahites the 
rising and the setling sun, is the chíld of 
the great Reformatiori which gave the Bi- 
ble to the comimm jieople : it is because 
we know that the future of this nation 
rests, as its history is founded, upon this 
God's Hudk, that we insist upon making 
it forever the còrner slonc of onr públic 
policy, that we demand its inurodactioa 
into onr públic schools, so that. the per- 
petuity of the republic may be forever 
assured, resting upon the rock upon which 
it was built by the fathers. 

The world is slrewn wilh the raelan- 
choly wrecks of once mighty empires, 


once splendid civilizations, which in their 
time dazzled and dominated mankind. A 
vast river draining a continent deposits 
all its marvelous fertility upon a narrow 
valley, and out of that exhaustless soil, in 
the eartiest dawn of history, sprang a civ- 
ilizatiou based upon material wealth. 
For centúries it swayed the world, but 
now all that is left of it are its gigantic 
tombs, and the crumbling monuments of 
forgotten cities, half buried in the desert 
sands. In a sunny little península of 
southern Europe sprang up another civil- 
i/ation based upon intel•lectual culture, 
the development of the fine arts, the wor- 
ship of beauty, the glorification of aea- 
theticism. But long since it has vanish- 
ed into the dim vista of tenebrious. 
dreams. Its gods have flown from cloud 
capped Olympus, and its beautiful tem- 
ples He buried beneath the dust of the 
ages. On the banks of the Tiber sprang 
up yet another civiüzalion founded upon 
military power, an empire whose armies 
swept the earth with the bosom of de- 
struclion. Líke those which went before 
itf crumbling wreckage encumbers the 
ground. 

AU Ihese efforts of the pride and pow- 
ers of man, all ihis labor of long and wea- 
ry centúries, of coundessgenerations suc- 
ceeding each oiher on the íeverish stage 
of life, and followiitg each other into the 
dense shadows of oblivion, all this build- 
ing of proud temples and magnificent 
palacts, of nadons and kingdoms, of re- 
splendent civilizations and puissant em- 
pires, failed utterly, and came to naught, 
and crumbled to dust for wanl of a true 
and enduring moral basis. 

Neilher Egyptian nor Greek nor Ro- 
man possessed an imperative code of 
morals. Therè was no Bible in their li- 
braries, their temples or their homes, fill- 
ed with a purity so transcendent, a motive 
so lofty, a law so wise and just, a wisdom 
so profound, a hope so glorious as to es- 
tablish among men, in privale character, 
in públic sentiment, in nalional policy-, 
the enduring principies of righteousness, 
of justice honor ant» equity ; which would 
make licentiousutss hide its shameful 
hcad, and break the aim of tyranny ; 
w.iicli would raise up men and women in 
perpetuat succession as ihe generalions 
came and went, who themselves would be 
ipute capablc; were the occasion lo arise, 
of creating new and enduring empires. 

Tue world has long since learned the 
lessui that ihe security of a nation icsis 
not upon the array extemal power, but 
upon the character of its citizens. It is 
a tremendous thought, and one which ap- 
peals to -you and I and every American, 
thai each one of us may contribute to th 


